LEONARDO DA VINCI
matician, physicist, and astronomer.   It was Toscandli
who had advised Christopher Columbus that a sea route
to India might be reached through the Antipodes, and
prophesied success for such an adventure.   He lived
removed from the gaiety of the court in ascetic but
happy seclusion in his studies.   He opened his door to
young Leonardo, expecting to receive only the usual
guest who came out of curiosity to see a man who was
regarded as something of a magician.   But conversing
with Leonardo, he was astonished at the boy's genius
for mathematics.   Like Ser Biago, he took him as a
pupil.   On clear summer nights the old scholar and the
boy would climb a little hill near Florence, on whose
crest Toscanelli had an observatory.   There he taught
the lad astronomy and mathematics and the laws of
nature as he had discovered them.   Leonardo's father
made no serious objection to this sort of study, but, Eke
many a modern father in a similar situation, did not see
that it was going to help Leonardo get a job.   He noted,
however, that his son in his spare hours was making
sketches, drawings, models in clay.   One day he carried
off a few of these to his old friend, Andrea del Ver-
rocchio, a master goldsmith, painter, and sculptor.
Verrocchio, like Toscanelli and Biago, was astonished
at the boy's ability and soon took him into his work-
shop for further instruction.
Verrocchio believed that mathematics was the com-
mon foundation of art and science. Further, he had
studied anatomy to such an advantage that iris eques-
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